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now gipsy educationists working on these problems. While visiting
Narkompros in Moscow in 1932, I was fortunate enough to chance on
a conference of gipsy educationists. They discussed school accommo-
dation, equipment, textbooks, dramatic art, and arts education
with the Director of the National Minority Department. It was for
me a very enlightening experience. These men, some of whom,
judging by their appearance, had hardly yet become used to living in
a house, had a sure grasp of the whole question, a keen realisation of
the obstacles to be overcome, and a deep enthusiasm for the educa-
tion of their people. The great significance of such a conference can
only be realised when one bears in mind the state of degradation and
poverty in which they lived, and that they were regarded as pariahs
by the rest of the community. When I told a Communist Russian
friend who is aufait with all that happens in his country about this
conference, he laughed outright. That there should be gipsy educa-
tionists capable of holding a conference struck him as very funny—
presumably as a conference of tramp educationists would strike us.
His reaction was very revealing of the conditions in which gipsies
had hitherto lived, and the contempt with which they were regarded.
To-day they are well on the way to becoming a self-respecting and
respected community. Much encouragement is given to their music
and drama. The gipsy theatre in Moscow is so popular that it is
difficult to secure a seat there.
White Russia was 75 per cent illiterate before the Revolution. By
1932 illiteracy had been eliminated between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-five. There are 30 technicums, 82 technical institutes, 27
factory apprentice schools, 12 higher educational institutions, in-
cluding an agricultural academy and an academy of science. Adult
education is very much alive. All this progress was made possible
by the considerable financial assistance given to White Russia by
the central U.S.S.R. authority.
Buryato-Mongolia (former Trans-Baikalia) was one of the most
backward districts educationally. Of the Russian children, 95 per
cent attended school; of the Buryat children, 2 per cent attended
school. In 1916 Buryato-Mongolia had 48 schools, all of which made
baptism a condition of entrance for the Buryat children. In 1931
there were 647 schools, of which 285 were Buryat. Elementary educa-
tion from eight to twelve years is now complete. Illiteracy, which was
universal among adults, has been more than halved, while some vil-
lages are entirely literate. There are 37 schools of peasant youth, 16
of which are Buryat. There are about 8,500 students in secondary
schools, technicums, and rabfacs, 50 per cent of whom are Buryat.

